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ever vaguely and obscurely it might have been, a light
in the East.   According to a well-known German scho-
lar, 'Germany prefers looking towards the East, towards
Russia, India, China, towards Asiatic civilization.   The
pillars of German culture erected on a Roman founda-
tion are shaken.   .Germany moves towards an Asiatic
realization of universal synthesis.*  It is undoubtedly true
that Germany between 1920 and 1930 was looking to
the East for a new inspiration.   Innumerable novels and
poems with a preponderantly eastern background testify
to this growing interest in Indian thought and, particu-
larly, religion.   Whatever one may think about the sin-
cerity and earnestness of this search for oriental wisdom
in post-war Germany,  (Hitler's racial theories should
shake even the most dogmatic enthusiast)* French intel-
lectuals looked upon this tendency in German civiliza-
tion with grave misgivings.   And those who, in France
itself, became the defenders of the East were subjected
to unceasing" attacks.

It is necessary to know this background and to un-
derstand the significance of this cultural struggle in or-
der to appreciate rightly Romain Rolland's contribur
tion' to a new synthesis between East and West All
through his life Romain Rolland fought a battle on two
fronts/ For apart from the necessity he found himself
in, of resisting these attacks from outside, he had him-
self to struggle towards the truth which he ultimately
attained despite all the spiritual obstacles; for he him-
self was brought up and fed on the classical 'Mediterra-
nean' values, on the art of the Renaissance, on the clas-
sical music of Germany, on the philosophy of ancient
Greece. Solitary all his life, his path led from Tolstoy